TKA 3
INFERENTIAL COMPREHENSION
Focus: Drawing conclusions, understanding implied meaning, attitudes, purposes, and implications
Instruction: Choose ALL correct answers (1–3 correct options per question)


TEXT 1 — FARMING IN A CHANGING CLIMATE

In the highlands of West Sumatra, unpredictable rainfall has altered the farming routines passed down through generations. In the past, farmers knew exactly when to plant and harvest. The rainy season arrived at the same time each year, rivers flowed steadily, and soil held just enough moisture for young rice seedlings. Today, seasons shift without warning. Sometimes rain pours for weeks, submerging fields and rotting roots. At other times, drought lasts far longer than before, drying up irrigation channels that sustain life.

Pak Syamsul, 58, says his harvest has fallen sharply over the last five years. “It is not just less — sometimes there is nothing at all,” he says quietly. He is not alone. Many young people have left for cities in search of work, as farmland no longer promises a decent living. Pak Syamsul stays, though his savings are dwindling. He has tried planting drought-resistant crops, but the cost is high. The government provides improved seeds, yet distribution is often delayed, so the right planting window is missed. Once-fertile ground is cracking. If this continues, Pak Syamsul says, “the next generation may not know rice fields as a way to make a living.”

Questions — Text 1

Choose 2–3 correct answers

1. From Paragraph 1, we can infer that …
A. Farmers once relied entirely on predictable natural patterns
B. Rain no longer falls anywhere in West Sumatra
C. Unstable rainfall disrupts long-established agricultural systems
D. Rivers are now clearer than in the past

2. The mention of “cracking soil” implies that …
A. Soil moisture levels have dropped significantly
B. The land is becoming less suitable for farming
C. All rivers in the area have dried up completely
D. Poorer harvests are partly caused by worsening land conditions

3. Pak Syamsul’s statement “not just less — sometimes there is nothing at all” suggests that …
A. The drop in harvest is severe and worrying
B. In some seasons, he obtains no crop whatsoever
C. He has decided to stop farming entirely
D. The problem happens only once in a while

4. The fact that many young people move to cities indicates that …
A. Employment opportunities in agriculture are shrinking
B. City life is definitely easier than village life
C. The future of farming in the region is at risk
D. Young people prefer office work over field work

5. Pak Syamsul’s attempt to grow drought-resistant crops shows that …
A. He is trying to adapt to changing conditions
B. He has given up hope
C. Farming now requires greater financial investment
D. He believes traditional methods are still best

6. Delays in seed distribution mean that …
A. Farmers lose the best time for planting
B. Government aid does not achieve its full benefit
C. The government does not care about farmers
D. Farmers refuse future assistance

7. “The next generation may not know rice fields as a way to make a living” implies that …
A. Farming could become an increasingly rare profession
B. Young people will have no interest in agriculture
C. Farmland may no longer be reliable enough to support families
D. Rice fields will be turned into tourist sites

8. The author’s attitude is best described as …
A. Concerned about both environmental and social effects
B. Angry and blaming the government entirely
C. Indifferent — this is only the farmers’ problem
D. Viewing changes as inevitable progress

9. It can be concluded that climate change …
A. Affects not only nature but also community structures
B. Creates linked problems: environmental, economic, and social
C. Will be solved quickly once weather patterns return to normal
D. Demands changes in farming methods that need strong support

10. The implicit message of the text is that …
A. Environmental damage directly impacts people’s livelihoods
B. Timely, effective action is needed to support farmer adaptation
C. All farmers should change jobs immediately to avoid hardship
D. Traditional knowledge alone is not enough against extreme change

TEXT 2 — SONGKET: A THREAD OF IDENTITY

Songket is more than cloth. It carries history, prayer, and beauty passed down through generations of Minangkabau women. Every thread holds meaning: flower patterns represent fertility; waves stand for resilience; gold symbolizes dignity and hope for a good life. Once, nearly every home had a loom, and girls learned to weave from early childhood. This skill was not just manual craft — it was part of identity and family pride.

That scene is now rare. Young people favor modern clothing. A single songket takes weeks or months to make and demands great patience. Meanwhile, mass-produced fabrics with similar motifs cost far less and are ready immediately. Master weavers grow older, but few young people take up the craft. “If no one inherits this,” says an elder, “we lose not just cloth — we lose a part of ourselves.” Government and community groups have begun reintroducing weaving to youth, but these efforts still feel largely unsupported.

Choose 2–3 correct answers

11. “More than cloth” means that songket …
A. Has deeper cultural and spiritual value than an ordinary object
B. Is extremely expensive in all markets
C. Represents ancestral wisdom and shared heritage
D. Is harder to make than any other fabric

12. From the descriptions of patterns and colours, we can infer that …
A. Designs are chosen randomly according to taste
B. Motifs carry messages and values about life
C. Songket reflects the worldview of its creators
D. Every observer understands the patterns in the same way

13. Girls learning to weave from an early age shows that …
A. The skill was considered essential for women in the community
B. Weaving was the only activity available to girls
C. Cultural heritage was taught from the earliest years
D. Every girl was certain to become a professional weaver

14. Declining interest among young people suggests …
A. Shifts in lifestyle and cultural preferences are taking place
B. Traditional values may be less familiar to the younger generation
C. Machine-made cloth is more beautiful than handwoven songket
D. Young people may see weaving as impractical or unappealing

15. Comparing handwoven and machine-made fabrics shows that …
A. Time, artistry, and meaning are not reflected in mass-market prices
B. Speed and low cost often outweigh traditional value
C. Machine products match handwoven quality exactly
D. Everyone prefers cheaper goods over meaningful ones

16. “We lose not just cloth — we lose a part of ourselves” implies that …
A. Losing weaving means losing part of cultural identity
B. Songket carries intangible values that cannot be replaced
C. The loss is financial rather than cultural
D. Intangible heritage disappears when skills are lost

17. Efforts proceeding “largely unsupported” suggests that …
A. Broad public involvement has not yet been established
B. Many stakeholders have not joined these preservation efforts
C. The government refuses community help
D. No one cares about the heritage anymore

18. Preserving songket depends mainly on …
A. Willingness among young people to learn and continue the craft
B. Sustained cooperation across different groups
C. Lowering prices so everyone can buy it
D. Understanding the deeper meanings behind the fabric

19. The author’s main purpose is to …
A. Remind readers of the importance of safeguarding heritage
B. Encourage readers to take part in cultural preservation
C. Argue that modern clothes are better than traditional ones
D. Describe both the beauty and the vulnerability of songket tradition

20. Based on the text, society should …
A. Value and learn from the meanings behind cultural heritage
B. Give real support to weavers so the craft survives
C. Reject modern clothing and wear songket daily
D. Recognize that preservation needs shared, ongoing effort

TEXT 3 — THE POWER OF WORDS

In a once-neglected village, a group of young people realized that poverty was not an unchangeable fate. They had little material wealth, but something more precious: the courage to speak and the ability to bring people together. At first, others doubted them. “You are young — what do you know?” some said. They did not respond with anger. Instead, they listened. They gathered people’s stories, discussed ideas calmly, and spoke in language everyone could understand.

Slowly, attitudes changed. Villagers joined discussions, contributed effort, and improved their home little by little. Nothing transformed overnight, but small changes grew together. Today, the village has better roads, a neat school, and shared gardens with fairly distributed harvests. Asked about the key to success, the group leader said: “We did not change things by force alone — we changed them with words that united hearts.”

Questions — Text 3

Choose 2–3 correct answers

21. Something “more precious” implies that …
A. Courage and unity are worth more than material riches
B. They owned treasures no one else had
C. Shared purpose and communication can drive lasting progress
D. Wealth guarantees success without community spirit

22. “You are young — what do you know?” suggests that …
A. Villagers doubted whether the youth could bring real change
B. Experience was valued above enthusiasm
C. Young people should never speak before elders
D. Villagers were completely satisfied with their lives

23. Responding by listening rather than arguing shows …
A. Maturity and wisdom in communication
B. A desire to understand others first
C. Fear of disagreeing with older people
D. Patience as a way to build trust

24. Using simple language and gathering stories means that …
A. They wanted everyone to understand and participate
B. Clear communication bridges differing views
C. They only told people what they wanted to hear
D. Shared understanding forms the foundation of action

25. “Nothing transformed overnight” means that …
A. Meaningful progress takes time and patience
B. Sudden changes rarely last
C. Gradual, consistent growth is still valuable
D. Positive change happens instantly

26. “Small changes grew together” shows that …
A. Collective effort produces expanding, lasting impact
B. Every shared step matters equally to big advances
C. Fast results are better than steady progress
D. Success belongs to the whole community, not individuals

27. “Words that united hearts” implies that …
A. Sincere communication builds shared purpose and commitment
B. Persuasion and respect are more powerful than force
C. Speaking well is the only skill needed for leadership
D. Agreement comes from listening as much as speaking

28. The shift from doubt to participation suggests that …
A. Trust is earned through consistent, respectful action
B. People will support change when they feel heard and included
C. Older people never change their minds
D. Time and patience are necessary to bring people together

29. The text implies that lasting development comes from …
A. Unity and inclusive dialogue
B. External financial aid alone
C. Listening to and valuing every member of the community
D. Shared effort rather than individual achievement

30. The most important lesson is that …
A. Respectful communication is a powerful tool for transformation
B. Youth can lead when they combine courage with care
C. Big changes happen only through large sums of money
D. Progress succeeds when everyone feels part of the process

[bookmark: _GoBack]ANSWER KEY & DETAILED EXPLANATIONS


	No
	Key
	Penjelasan

	1
	A, C
	1 A, C A: "knew exactly when" = dependence on predictability. C: changed routines = systems disrupted. B & D not supported. 

	2
	A, B, D
	2 A, B, D A: cracking = low moisture. B: less fertile. D: worsening conditions affect crops. C: "completely" is false. 

	3
	A, B
	3 A, B A: severe drop. B: "nothing at all" = total loss. C: he stays farming. D: happens over years, not occasional. 

	4
	A, C
	4 A, C A: fewer farm jobs. C: fewer farmers = threatened future. B: no comparison given. D: preference not stated. 

	5
	A, C
	A: adapting. C: "cost is high" = greater investment. B: he tries new crops. D: opposite — he changes methods. 

	6
	A, B
	A: "window missed". B: delayed = less effective. C & D not stated. 

	7
	A, C
	A: profession becoming rare. C: land may not support families. B: "no interest" not stated. D: not mentioned. 

	8
	A
	A Concerned about environmental + social/economic effects. B: not blaming entirely. C: clearly cares. D: not seen as progress. 

	9
	A, B, D
	A: nature + community. B: linked problems. D: need adaptation + support. C: no guarantee stated. 

	10
	A, B, D,
	A: environment → livelihood. B: need timely action. D: traditional knowledge insufficient. C: extreme advice, not implied. 

	11
	A, C
	A: deeper meaning. C: heritage/wisdom. B: not about price. D: not about difficulty alone. 

	12
	B, C
	B: motifs carry meaning. C: reflects worldview. A: chosen with meaning. D: not "same way". 

	13
	A, C
	A: essential skill. C: taught early. B: "only" false. D: "certain" false. 

	14
	A, B, D
	A: lifestyle shift. B: less familiar. D: impractical/unappealing. C: not stated. 

	15
	A, B
	A: meaning not priced. B: cost/speed win. C: quality differs. D: "everyone" false. 

	16
	A, B, D
	A: identity loss. B: irreplaceable. D: intangible heritage lost. C: opposite — not only material. 

	17
	A, B
	A: broad support missing. B: few stakeholders involved. C: not stated. D: "no one" false. 

	18
	A, B, D
	A: youth learn it. B: cooperation. D: understand meaning. C: lower price ≠ preserve skill. 

	19
	A, B, D
	A: remind value. B: encourage action. D: beauty + vulnerability. C: opposite message. 

	20
	A, B, D
	A: appreciate meaning. B: support weavers. D: shared effort. C: unreasonable extreme.

	21
	A, C
	A: worth more than wealth. C: communication drives progress. B: no treasure. D: opposite of text. 

	22
	A, B
	A: doubted youth. B: valued experience. C: "never" too strong. D: they wanted change. 

	23
	A, B, D
	A: mature. B: understand first. D: build trust. C: not fear — choice of wisdom. 

	24
	A, B, D
	A: inclusive. B: bridges differences. D: shared foundation. C: not only what they liked. 

	25
	A, B, C
	A: takes time. B: sudden doesn't last. C: gradual still valuable. D: opposite meaning. 

	26
	A, B, D
	A: collective impact. B: all steps matter. D: shared success. C: opposite — values steady. 

	27
	A, B, D
	A: builds unity. B: respect > force. D: listening included. C: "only skill" too absolute. 

	28
	A, B, D
	A: trust earned. B: inclusion = support. D: need time. C: "never" false. 

	29
	A, C, D
	A: unity + dialogue. C: value everyone. D: shared effort. B: not about money. 

	30
	A, B, D
	A: communication transforms. B: youth can lead. D: inclusive process. C: opposite — not about money.

	
	
	




