TRY OUT TKA 1

· Topic
· Main Idea
· Informsi Tersurat dan Tersirat

Text 1 :  The Importance of Preserving Local Wisdom

Local wisdom refers to the values, knowledge, and traditions developed by a community over generations to guide its way of life. In Indonesia, every region has its own unique local wisdom—from agricultural systems, traditional architecture, to social norms that maintain harmony among people. These values are not merely old customs; they often contain practical and sustainable solutions to modern problems.

For example, the Subak system in Bali is a centuries-old irrigation management system that organizes water distribution fairly among farmers. Governed by democratic principles and religious values, Subak ensures that every farmer gets equal access to water, preventing conflicts and supporting sustainable rice farming. Similarly, the Minangkabau social structure, based on matrilineal kinship and the philosophy “Adat basandi syarak, syarak basandi Kitabullah,” has long maintained social order and community cooperation in West Sumatra.

However, in the face of rapid modernization, globalization, and urbanization, many forms of local wisdom are slowly disappearing. Young people tend to be more influenced by global cultures and modern lifestyles, paying less attention to traditional values. If this trend continues, future generations will lose valuable knowledge that could help them live in balance with nature and society.

Preserving local wisdom does not mean rejecting modern progress. On the contrary, combining traditional wisdom with modern science can create better, more sustainable solutions. Therefore, it is essential for educational institutions, communities, and governments to work together to document, teach, and practice local wisdom in daily life, so that these precious legacies remain alive and useful for the future.

1. What is the most appropriate topic of the text above?
A. The History of Subak and Minangkabau Culture
B. The Meaning, Examples, and Preservation of Local Wisdom
C. How Modernization Destroys Traditional Cultures
D. The Role of Education in Community Development
E. Differences Between Global and Local Cultures

2. What is the main idea of the first paragraph?
A. Local wisdom is a set of values passed down within a community and contains useful principles.
B. Indonesian communities have better traditions than other countries.
C. Modern problems can only be solved by traditional knowledge.
D. Agricultural systems are the most important part of local wisdom.
E. Local wisdom has existed for a very short time in history.

3. According to the text, what principle governs the Subak system?
A. Strict hierarchy based on social class
B. Democratic principles and religious values
C. Profit-oriented business management
D. Government regulations from the capital city
E. Competition among farmers to get water

4. Which statement is true about Minangkabau social structure based on the text?
A. It is based on patrilineal kinship systems.
B. It rejects the influence of religious values.
C. It follows the principle “Adat basandi syarak, syarak basandi Kitabullah.”
D. It was developed only recently by modern leaders.
E. It does not involve community cooperation.

5. What can we infer from the third paragraph?
A. All young people completely hate traditional values.
B. Modernization is the only factor that improves local wisdom.
C. Without serious efforts, local wisdom may vanish in the future.
D. Local wisdom is no longer useful in today’s society.
E. Urbanization has no effect on traditional cultures.

6. The author implies that combining traditional wisdom with modern science __.
A. is impossible and should not be attempted
B. could produce more effective and sustainable outcomes
C. will make traditional culture disappear faster
D. is only suitable for agricultural communities
E. will slow down economic development

7. What is the main idea of the last paragraph?
A. Preserving local wisdom means refusing all modern things.
B. Only governments are responsible for saving local wisdom.
C. Local wisdom should be preserved and can be harmoniously combined with modern progress.
D. Traditional knowledge is always better than modern science.
E. Local wisdom is too old to be taught to young people.

8. Why does the author mention Subak and Minangkabau social structure?
A. To show that these are the only good traditions in Indonesia.
B. To give concrete examples of local wisdom with practical values.
C. To compare cultures between Bali and West Sumatra.
D. To explain why these systems are better than modern ones.
E. To criticize modern farming methods.

9. Based on the text, which of the following best describes the author’s attitude toward local wisdom?
A. Doubtful and pessimistic
B. Critical and disapproving
C. Neutral and uninterested
D. Supportive and encouraging
E. Confused and uncertain

10. If no action is taken to preserve local wisdom, according to the text, the most likely result is that __.
A. people will solve all problems using only modern science
B. future generations will lose beneficial knowledge for balanced living
C. there will be no more social conflicts in communities
D. all regions will develop their own new forms of local wisdom
E. young people will eventually return to traditional lifestyles


Text 2 :  The Benefits and Challenges of Digital Learning

In recent years, digital learning has become an increasingly important part of education worldwide. It refers to the use of digital technologies—such as the internet, computers, smartphones, and educational software—to deliver teaching materials and facilitate learning activities. This form of learning offers flexibility, allowing students to study at their own pace, at any time, and from almost anywhere. It also provides access to a vast amount of information and learning resources that may not be available in traditional classrooms.

However, digital learning also faces significant challenges. One major issue is the digital divide—unequal access to technology and internet connection. Students living in remote areas or from low-income families may not have proper devices or stable internet, which puts them at a disadvantage compared to students who live in cities or have better financial support. Another challenge is the lack of direct face-to-face interaction between teachers and students. This can reduce opportunities for immediate feedback, personal guidance, and social skills development, which are essential parts of the learning process.

Furthermore, digital learning requires high self-discipline and time management skills from learners. Without a structured classroom environment and direct supervision, some students may easily get distracted, procrastinate, or fail to complete their tasks. This means that digital learning may not be equally effective for all types of learners.
To make digital learning work effectively, a balanced approach is needed. Instead of replacing traditional classrooms entirely, digital tools can be used to support and enrich the learning experience. Schools and governments must also ensure fair access to technology and provide training for both teachers and students. When designed and implemented properly, digital learning can serve as a powerful tool to improve the quality of education without leaving anyone behind.

11. What is the main topic discussed in the text?
A. The Advantages and Disadvantages of Digital Learning
B. Why Traditional Classrooms Are Obsolete
C. How to Earn Money Through Online Education
D. The History of Internet Development in Schools
E. Problems of Computer Manufacturing in Education
12. What is the main idea of the second paragraph?
A. Digital learning is only suitable for students in big cities.
B. There are several challenges, including unequal access and limited interaction, in digital learning.
C. Internet connection is now available everywhere in the world.
D. Digital learning is completely free from any problems.
E. Teachers do not want to teach using digital tools.

13. According to the text, which of the following is listed as an advantage of digital learning?
A. It is always cheaper than attending school.
B. Students can learn at their own time and speed.
C. It replaces all teachers with computers.
D. There is no need to study any longer.
E. All students will get perfect scores easily.

14. What is meant by “digital divide” as mentioned in the text?
A. The difference in skills between young and old people
B. The gap between those who have access to technology and those who do not
C. The separation between digital and traditional schools
D. The type of software used in online learning
E. The difference between one brand of device and another

15. From the third paragraph, we can conclude that __.
A. all students are already very disciplined in digital learning
B. digital learning requires learners to have good self-regulation skills
C. students should never be given homework in digital learning
D. digital learning is always more effective than face-to-face learning
E. supervision makes learning more difficult for students

16. The author most likely believes that __.
A. digital learning should completely replace traditional schools
B. traditional learning has no advantages at all
C. digital learning should be supported but also carefully managed to overcome its challenges
D. digital learning should be banned because it causes too many problems
E. only rich students deserve to use digital learning tools

17. What is the main message of the last paragraph?
A. A balanced approach and fair access are needed for effective digital learning.
B. Governments should not spend money on technology in education.
C. Traditional education is much better in every situation.
D. Digital learning will eventually solve all educational problems.
E. Teachers do not need training to use digital tools.

18. Why does the author mention “lack of direct face-to-face interaction”?
A. To show one of the weaknesses of digital learning that affects feedback and social development.
B. To prove that teachers are no longer important in education.
C. To suggest that students should never speak during class.
D. To explain why digital learning is always better than traditional methods.
E. To criticize students who do not turn on their cameras during online classes.

19. Which statement is consistent with the author’s view in the text?
A. Digital learning is useful but must be implemented fairly and thoughtfully.
B. Every student has the same opportunity to succeed in digital learning.
C. Technology cannot improve the quality of education in any way.
D. Self-discipline is not important in digital learning.
E. Digital divide is a problem that cannot be solved.

20. What solution does the author propose to make digital learning effective?
A. Abandon all technology and return fully to traditional methods.
B. Use digital tools as support, ensure equal access, and provide proper training.
C. Give every student a smartphone without internet connection.
D. Make all students study alone without teachers’ guidance.
E. Force every school to close classrooms and teach only online.



Text 3 :  : The Paradox of Urbanization and Cultural Sustainability

Rapid urbanization has long been regarded as an inevitable trajectory of human development, often associated with economic progress, modernization, and enhanced access to services. Yet, this process carries a paradoxical tension: while cities serve as engines of innovation and cultural exchange, they also tend to homogenize distinct local identities, gradually eroding the very cultural diversity that historically enriched human civilization.

As rural populations migrate to metropolitan centers in search of better livelihoods, traditional community structures—rooted in kinship, shared land stewardship, and customary governance—are frequently dismantled or significantly altered. Urban zoning, standardized housing, and market-driven lifestyles often displace indigenous practices, architectural heritage, and oral traditions that have been passed down through centuries. Proponents of urban development argue that such trade-offs are necessary steps toward prosperity, asserting that progress inevitably requires leaving "outdated" customs behind. However, critics contend that this erosion is not merely incidental but systemic: urban planning rarely integrates local cultural values, treating heritage as an obstacle rather than a resource.

Furthermore, the assumption that urbanization universally improves quality of life is oversimplified. Many newly urbanized communities face spatial inequality, social fragmentation, and environmental degradation that undermine well-being despite higher average incomes. When cultural systems that once regulated resource use, social solidarity, and conflict resolution are discarded without functional replacements, societies may experience heightened vulnerability to both environmental crises and social instability.

A sustainable path forward, therefore, does not require rejecting urbanization entirely, but rather rethinking its implementation. Urban development should be inclusive enough to accommodate diverse cultural expressions, and local heritage must be recognized as a dynamic asset rather than a static relic. Only by harmonizing economic advancement with cultural continuity can societies build resilient cities that prosper without impoverishing the human spirit.
 
21. Which of the following best captures the primary concern and central argument of the text?
A. Urbanization is a destructive force that must be halted to preserve indigenous traditions
B. The economic benefits of urbanization outweigh its negative impacts on cultural heritage
C. Urbanization presents a dilemma between development and cultural survival, requiring an integrated approach
D. Traditional customs are outdated and should naturally give way to modern urban lifestyles
E. Cultural diversity is the only factor that determines the long-term success of a city

22. What is the core idea developed in the second paragraph?
A. Rural-to-urban migration is driven primarily by the desire to preserve cultural identity
B. The transformation of social structures and displacement of traditions accompany urbanization, with differing perspectives on whether this is necessary
C. Urban planning systematically prioritizes cultural heritage over economic growth
D. Proponents and critics of urbanization agree that traditional practices should be preserved
E. Customary governance systems function more effectively in metropolitan areas than in rural communities

23. According to the text, what claim is made by those who support unregulated urban development?
A. Cultural heritage should be the primary consideration in all urban planning decisions
B. The erosion of traditions is a problem that can be solved through better social policies
C. Abandoning traditional customs is a necessary cost and natural progression toward prosperity
D. Newly urbanized communities experience no decline in quality of life
E. Traditional community structures function equally well in modern cities

24. It can be inferred from the third paragraph that the author views the link between urbanization and improved quality of life as __.
A. absolute and universally applicable
B. dependent entirely upon income levels
C. more complex and less guaranteed than commonly assumed
D. irrelevant to discussions of environmental sustainability
E. limited exclusively to communities with strong cultural traditions

25. The text mentions all of the following as consequences of unintegrated urbanization EXCEPT __.
A. spatial inequality
B. social fragmentation
C. environmental degradation
D. improved resource-regulation systems
E. erosion of oral traditions
26. The author would most likely agree with which of the following urban planning policies?
A. Standardizing all housing designs to ensure cost-effective construction
B. Designing public spaces that incorporate local architectural styles and cultural functions
C. Restricting rural migration to cities to prevent cultural mixing
D. Treating heritage sites solely as tourist attractions to generate revenue
E. Replacing traditional governance entirely with municipal administration

27. Which statement best restates the author’s proposal in the final paragraph?
A. Development must be stopped completely to allow cultures to recover
B. Cities should prioritize economic growth above all other considerations
C. Progress and cultural heritage need not be mutually exclusive if thoughtfully integrated
D. Cultural continuity is more important than any form of economic advancement
E. Every city should preserve traditions in exactly their original historical forms

28. In the phrase "treating heritage as an obstacle rather than a resource," the author’s intention is to argue that _
A. cultural heritage inevitably slows down all forms of development
B. traditional practices consume too many resources to be practically useful
C. development planners fail to recognize that cultural heritage can contribute positively to urban life
D. local communities resist development because they lack sufficient resources
E. obstacles to progress are primarily cultural rather than economic

29. The tone of the text can best be described as __.
A. one-sided and aggressively critical of urban development
B. balanced, analytical, and constructive despite identifying problems
C. overly optimistic and dismissive of valid concerns
D. skeptical and entirely pessimistic about possible solutions
E. emotional and primarily persuasive through emotional appeal

30. If the author’s recommendation were implemented, we would expect to see __.
A. a complete halt to all new urban construction projects
B. cities that are economically dynamic while retaining distinctive cultural identities
C. every cultural practice preserved exactly as it existed centuries ago
D. a decline in migration from rural areas to cities
E. traditional societies rejecting all forms of modern technology


Text 4 :  : Scientific Objectivity and Cultural Bias in Environmental Research

The ideal of scientific inquiry has long been grounded in objectivity: the belief that through rigorous methodology, controlled experimentation, and peer review, researchers can arrive at truths that transcend personal opinion, cultural background, or geographic location. Yet, as interdisciplinary scholarship increasingly demonstrates, the very frameworks, priorities, and interpretive lenses used in scientific research are themselves shaped by the cultural contexts in which knowledge is produced. This realization does not invalidate scientific findings; rather, it demands greater transparency regarding the assumptions that guide research design.

For instance, environmental impact assessments often rely on indicators—such as economic return on investment or universal biodiversity metrics—that are developed in and adapted to industrialized contexts. When applied to indigenous territories or traditional landscapes, these standardized measurements may overlook values that are not easily quantified in monetary terms, such as spiritual significance, intergenerational equity, or cultural connection to land. Consequently, policies derived from such assessments may inadvertently disadvantage local communities, not because the science is technically flawed, but because the underlying metrics reflect a particular worldview rather than universal standards.

Critics of this perspective argue that adjusting scientific methods to accommodate cultural viewpoints would compromise scientific rigor, leading to "soft" science that prioritizes belief systems over empirical evidence. However, proponents of contextualized research respond that incorporating diverse perspectives strengthens scientific inquiry. It broadens the range of variables considered, highlights gaps in existing data, and encourages the development of more inclusive metrics that can capture both empirical realities and human values. True objectivity, they contend, is not the absence of perspective, but the acknowledgment and explicit management of perspective.

Thus, the challenge for environmental science and policy is not to choose between scientific rigor and cultural sensitivity, but to recognize that these need not be opposing forces. By making underlying assumptions visible and inviting diverse knowledge systems to contribute to research design, we can produce outcomes that are both empirically sound and socially equitable.
31. What is the central issue addressed in the text?
A. Cultural perspectives inevitably make scientific research less accurate and reliable
B. The tension between standard scientific frameworks and cultural viewpoints, and how they can be reconciled
C. Indigenous knowledge systems should replace Western scientific methods in environmental research
D. Empirical evidence is of secondary importance compared to cultural beliefs
E. Environmental science has no valid basis for objective measurement

32. Which statement best summarizes the first paragraph?
A. Scientific objectivity is entirely an illusion and should be abandoned
B. Cultural background determines all scientific conclusions
C. While science aims for objectivity, its frameworks are influenced by cultural context; this calls for clearer assumptions
D. Rigorous methodology can completely eliminate all cultural influences on research
E. Personal opinions have no place in any form of academic research

33. According to the text, why might standardized environmental assessments disadvantage local communities?
A. Because they are conducted without the permission of local governments
B. Because the indicators used may not capture non-monetary values that matter to those communities
C. Because the scientific methods applied are technically incorrect and poorly executed
D. Because indigenous communities refuse to participate in the assessment process
E. Because environmental science is inherently biased against rural populations

34. It can be inferred from the text that the author considers the criticism that cultural inclusion weakens scientific rigor to be __.
A. entirely valid and deserving of serious consideration
B. based on a misunderstanding of what inclusive research entails
C. a deliberate attempt to maintain the dominance of traditional communities
D. irrelevant because scientific research is never rigorous in the first place
E. correct only when dealing with purely economic research

35. What definition of "true objectivity" is presented in the text?
A. The complete elimination of all personal and cultural perspectives from research
B. Conducting research without considering the social consequences of findings
C. Acknowledging and explicitly managing perspectives rather than ignoring them
D. Adopting the perspective of the majority culture in all research designs
E. Allowing cultural beliefs to override empirical evidence when they conflict

36. The author suggests that broadening the scope of research indicators would likely result in __.
A. more comprehensive and fair assessments
B. slower and more expensive research that yields no real benefit
C. research that is no longer based on empirical observation
D. the rejection of all biodiversity metrics currently in use
E. dominance of one cultural worldview over others

37. How does the author frame the relationship between scientific rigor and cultural sensitivity?
A. They are fundamentally incompatible and one must be sacrificed for the other
B. Scientific rigor is far more important and should always take precedence
C. Cultural sensitivity is more important and should override empirical findings
D. They are not necessarily opposed and can complement one another
E. They are only relevant in environmental research but not in other fields

38. The author presents the example of environmental impact assessments primarily to __.
A. demonstrate that scientific methods are technically flawed when applied abroad
B. illustrate how standardized frameworks may embed specific cultural assumptions
C. show that indigenous communities are incapable of understanding scientific concepts
D. argue that economic indicators should never be used in any form of assessment
E. prove that all research funded by industrialized countries is politically motivated

39. Which of the following best describes the author’s stance toward scientific methods?
A. Highly critical, believing they are fundamentally invalid
B. Accepting of their value but critical of unexamined assumptions embedded within them
C. Neutral, taking no position on the quality or use of scientific methods
D. Opposed to any form of standardization in research
E. Uncritically supportive of all current scientific practices
40. Based on the text, which of the following research practices would the author most strongly endorse?
A. Adopting the economic indicators of industrialized nations without modification
B. Designing research questions and indicators in consultation with the communities being studied
C. Allowing local beliefs to override data whenever there is disagreement
D. Avoiding any research that might affect indigenous territories
E. Separating scientific analysis completely from all social considerations


Text 5 : The Ethics of Artificial Intelligence in Decision-Making

Artificial Intelligence (AI) systems are increasingly being integrated into high-stakes domains—from hiring processes and credit scoring to medical diagnosis and criminal justice sentencing. Proponents argue that AI offers greater consistency, speed, and cost-efficiency than human judgment, while eliminating the emotional biases that often cloud human decision-making. However, this promise of neutrality overlooks a fundamental reality: AI models are trained on historical data, which inevitably contains the patterns, inequalities, and prejudices of the societies that produced it. Consequently, what appears to be an objective algorithm may actually perpetuate or even amplify existing discrimination, doing so with a veneer of scientific legitimacy that makes the bias harder to detect and challenge.

One of the most persistent concerns is the "black box" problem—many advanced machine learning systems operate in ways that even their developers cannot fully explain. When an AI denies a loan, rejects a job applicant, or recommends a specific medical treatment, there may be no clear, traceable reasoning available to the affected individual. This lack of transparency clashes with fundamental principles of accountability and procedural justice. If we cannot know how a decision was reached, we cannot effectively challenge it, correct errors, or assign responsibility when harm occurs.

Furthermore, the shift toward algorithmic decision-making raises deeper questions about what values we wish to prioritize. AI systems are optimized for measurable outcomes—efficiency, profit, or predictive accuracy—but they rarely account for ethical considerations such as fairness, compassion, or individual dignity. A system designed to maximize efficiency may systematically disadvantage vulnerable groups not out of malice, but because those outcomes are statistically rational within the parameters it was given. This suggests that the problem is not merely technical, but normative: we must decide not only what AI can do, but what it ought to do, and under what circumstances human judgment should remain the final authority.

Therefore, the responsible deployment of AI requires more than better code or larger datasets. It demands clear regulatory frameworks, diverse teams involved in system design, meaningful transparency, and mechanisms for human oversight. AI should be viewed not as a replacement for human ethics, but as a tool that reflects the values of those who build and use it. Without these safeguards, efficiency risks being achieved at the expense of equity and justice.

41. Which of the following best expresses the central theme of the text?
A. AI is fundamentally neutral and only becomes biased when programmed incorrectly
B. Artificial intelligence offers superior decision-making capabilities compared to humans
C. The integration of AI into critical decisions presents ethical challenges that require governance and human oversight
D. AI systems should be banned from sensitive areas such as employment and justice
E. Technical improvements alone will solve all ethical problems associated with AI

42. What is the main point made in the first paragraph?
A. Proponents of AI acknowledge that algorithms are always discriminatory
B. The use of AI is expanding, but its reliance on historical data may embed and magnify societal biases
C. AI is primarily used to replace human workers in the financial sector
D. Historical data should never be used to train any kind of computer system
E. Emotional judgment is always less accurate than algorithmic judgment

43. According to the text, what is the "black box" problem?
A. AI systems are too expensive to implement in public institutions
B. The decision-making process of many AI systems is not clearly understandable or explainable
C. AI devices are physically secured in locked containers to prevent hacking
D. Developers keep their algorithms secret to protect commercial interests
E. There is no regulation regarding where AI systems may be installed

44. The author suggests that statistical rationality within an AI’s parameters __.
A. always guarantees fairness and justice
B. may produce outcomes that are statistically sound but ethically questionable
C. should be the sole criterion for evaluating AI performance
D. eliminates the need for human review of algorithmic decisions
E. is impossible to achieve in fields such as medicine or justice

45. The text mentions all of the following as areas where AI is applied EXCEPT __.
A. employment selection
B. financial lending decisions
C. educational curriculum design
D. medical diagnosis
E. legal sentencing

46. It can be inferred from the text that the author believes the root cause of AI bias is __.
A. inherent malice programmed into the systems
B. insufficient computing power to process data accurately
C. the values and inequalities present in the data and design processes
D. deliberate attempts by developers to discriminate against certain groups
E. the refusal of governments to fund AI research

47. Which statement best summarizes the final paragraph?
A. Better technology is the complete solution to ethical concerns in AI
B. Effective AI governance requires a combination of regulation, transparency, and human supervision
C. AI development should be halted until all ethical questions are resolved
D. The responsibility for AI ethics belongs entirely to individual users
E. Human judgment is no longer necessary once an AI system is properly trained

48. How does the author frame the relationship between efficiency and equity in AI decision-making?
A. They are always compatible and efficiency automatically leads to fair outcomes
B. Prioritizing efficiency without ethical safeguards may undermine fairness
C. Equity should be sacrificed entirely to achieve maximum efficiency
D. Efficiency is a less important goal than achieving perfect equality
E. AI is incapable of being efficient under any circumstances

49. The author’s attitude toward artificial intelligence can best be described as __.
A. unreservedly enthusiastic and uncritical
B. completely opposed and alarmist
C. analytically critical but open to responsible use
D. indifferent and uninterested in the topic
E. overly pessimistic about any possible solution

50. Based on the arguments in the text, which of the following would the author most likely support?
A. Using AI in hiring without informing candidates that an algorithm was used
B. Granting AI systems full legal authority to make binding decisions without appeal
C. Publishing the criteria and reasoning behind AI decisions and establishing human review procedures
D. Collecting more historical data without examining it for existing biases
E. Replacing all medical professionals with diagnostic AI to reduce costs


Text 6  : The Value of Preserving Endangered Languages

Languages are often viewed merely as tools for communication, interchangeable so long as meaning is conveyed. However, this instrumental perspective overlooks a deeper reality: every language is a unique repository of knowledge, history, and worldview encoded in vocabulary, grammar, and oral tradition. When a language dies, humanity loses not only a means of expression but also centuries of accumulated wisdom—about local ecosystems, medicinal plants, social organization, and cultural philosophy—that may never be fully recoverable in another form.

Currently, the world faces an unprecedented rate of language loss. Linguists estimate that of the approximately 7,000 languages spoken today, as many as half may cease to be spoken by the end of this century. Critics of language preservation efforts argue that this decline is a natural consequence of globalization and social integration. They contend that linguistic diversity creates barriers to economic development, social mobility, and national unity, and that resources would be better spent improving proficiency in dominant or international languages such as English. From this viewpoint, encouraging younger generations to shift toward widely spoken languages is pragmatic and beneficial, not something to be resisted.

While it is true that proficiency in widely used languages offers undeniable economic and social advantages, this need not come at the expense of local linguistic heritage. Research in sociolinguistics suggests that multilingualism—rather than being a burden—can enhance cognitive development, improve problem-solving abilities, and strengthen cultural identity. Communities that maintain their own languages alongside international ones are better equipped to participate in the global economy without surrendering their distinct cultural perspectives. Furthermore, languages often contain specialized vocabulary and conceptual frameworks that reflect deep ecological knowledge; their disappearance could mean the permanent loss of insights valuable to science, medicine, and environmental stewardship.

Ultimately, the choice is not between global utility and local identity. With thoughtful language policy, educational reform, and community investment, societies can foster both economic integration and linguistic diversity. A language does not have to be widely spoken to be valuable; its worth lies in the unique human experience it embodies and the perspective it offers to the shared human conversation.

51. What is the primary message the text conveys?
A. Minority languages are obsolete and should be replaced by international languages
B. Language preservation is too expensive and should be left to private organizations
C. Endangered languages hold significant value and can be maintained alongside broader economic and social development
D. Multilingualism creates confusion and slows down educational progress
E. All languages are equally difficult to learn regardless of their complexity

52. Which statement best captures the idea developed in the first paragraph?
A. Languages are primarily tools for communication and should be judged only by how useful they are
B. Each language embodies unique knowledge and worldview, so its loss represents a substantial cultural and intellectual loss
C. It is natural for some languages to disappear so that others may grow stronger
D. Oral traditions are less reliable than written records for preserving knowledge
E. Most languages contain very little original or useful information

53. According to the text, what argument is put forward by those who oppose language preservation?
A. All languages are equally valuable and should be funded by the government
B. Language diversity hinders economic progress and social unity, so shifting to dominant languages is practical
C. International languages are becoming too difficult for most people to learn
D. Young people should be forced to speak their ancestral language at all times
E. Linguists have exaggerated the number of languages facing extinction

54. The author suggests that the relationship between learning international languages and preserving local languages is __.
A. mutually exclusive—one must choose one or the other
B. complementary—they can coexist and reinforce each other
C. impossible—speaking more than one language causes cognitive difficulties
D. temporary—eventually all local languages will disappear anyway
E. hierarchical—international languages are inherently superior to local ones

55. The text lists which of the following as potential benefits of maintaining local languages?
A. It guarantees higher income levels than speaking only international languages
B. It may preserve ecological and medicinal knowledge useful to broader society
C. It prevents people from migrating to other countries
D. It makes scientific research unnecessary
E. It ensures that traditional ways of life never change

56. It can be inferred from the text that the author views the "instrumental perspective" of language as __.
A. complete and entirely correct
B. partially valid but fundamentally incomplete
C. intentionally misleading and dishonest
D. irrelevant to economic discussions
E. the only scientifically accepted viewpoint

57. What is the main conclusion presented in the final paragraph?
A. Economic development and language preservation are compatible if supported by appropriate policies and community efforts
B. Once a language becomes endangered, nothing can be done to save it
C. Only widely spoken languages deserve public investment and support
D. Language policies should be decided entirely by international organizations
E. People should be required to give up their native language before learning another

58. When the author states that a language is a "repository of knowledge," the meaning is that __.
A. languages are stored in libraries like books
B. each language system preserves accumulated knowledge, experience, and understanding of its community
C. only written languages contain valuable information
D. knowledge is the only factor that makes a language different from others
E. older languages are always more knowledgeable than newer ones

59. How does the author respond to the argument that language decline is natural and beneficial?
A. By completely rejecting the premise that dominant languages have any value
B. By accepting the premise but showing that the conclusion does not necessarily follow—benefits of dominant languages do not require abandoning local ones
C. By claiming that the argument is politically motivated and should be ignored
D. By agreeing fully and adding further evidence to support it
E. By arguing that the speaker is personally biased against minority communities

60. Which policy would the author most likely advocate based on the text?
A. Teaching local languages in schools alongside national and international languages
B. Using only the dominant language in all public schools to ensure economic success
C. Prohibiting the use of international languages in regions where minority languages are spoken
D. Eliminating funding for all language education programs
E. Requiring everyone in a country to speak the same language to ensure national unity








































[bookmark: _GoBack]
